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МЕТОДОЛОГІЯ ДОСЛІДЖЕННЯ 
Research area: Sviatohirsk territorial community (hereinafter hromada), Donetsk Region 
(hereinafter Oblast).

Information collection period: from 24 February 2022 till 24 February 2024.

Information collection methods: official information from the Sviatohirsk City Military 
Administration, mass media and documenters of the NGO “Eastern Human Rights Centre” 
in cooperation with the NGO “Cherkasy Human Rights Centre”.

The purpose of the study of war crimes committed in the Sviatohirsk urban hromada and 
their fallout is to examine the circumstances, nature and consequences of war crimes that 
occurred in this territory as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation.

The main objectives of the study:

1.	 Collecting objective information: the study aims to collect and analyse available 
information on war crimes, including eyewitness accounts, documents, attested 
facts, video and photographic materials.

2.	 Fact-finding: the aim is to identify specific cases of war crimes, such as attacks on 
civilians, shelling of civilian areas, destruction of infrastructure, etc.

3.	 Consequence assessment: the study aims to determine the impact of the committed 
war crimes on the lives and well-being of the local population, including physical 
and psychological traumas, property damage, destruction of infrastructure, loss of 
human capital and other types of harm.

4.	 Promoting human rights and international humanitarian law: the study contributes 
to raising awareness of human rights and international norms, which regulate the 
conduct of hostilities, and enhancing these principles among the local and global 
community.

For security reasons, the authors of the report do not indicate the addresses and names of 
the objects that were damaged and destroyed as a result of the Russian Federation’s attacks 
on the hromada. 

The text of the report uses quotes from victims of war crimes that were recorded on the 
territory of the Uman hromada. The quotes are taken from mass media texts.

The report uses photographs from open sources of information and the archive of the 
documenters of the «Tribunal for Putin» initiative.
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The network of club affiliates comprises 7 institutions, which were destroyed and damaged:

•	Sport for All Centre in the village of Khrestishche (100% destroyed);

•	Centre of Youth Culture in the village of Maiaki (100% destroyed);

•	Centre of Folk Culture in the village of Bohorodychne (100% destroyed);

•	Centre of Folk, Cultural and Educational Work in the village of Dolyna (destroyed by 80%);

•	Sviatohirsk Culture Centre in the city of Sviatohirsk (damaged by 30%);

•	Centre of Children’s Creativity in the village of Sydorovo (damaged by 30%);

•	Centre of Military and Patriotic Culture in the village of Mykilske (damaged by 30%). 

The network of library affiliates comprises 8 institutions, of which the premises were destroyed 
or damaged:

•	Bohorodychne Library Affiliate in the village of Bohorodychne (100% destroyed);

•	Maiaky Library Affiliate in the village of Maiaky (100% destroyed);

•	Mykilske Library Affiliate in the village of Mykilske (100% destroyed);

•	Khrestishche Library Affiliate in the village of Khrestishche (100% destroyed);

•	Sviatohirsk Library Affiliate in the city of Sviatohirsk (damaged by 30%);

•	Dolyna Library Affiliate in the village of Dolyna (60% damaged);

•	Sydorovo Library Affiliate in the village of Sydorovo (damaged by 30%);

•	Tetianivka Library Affiliate in the village of Tetianivka (30% damaged).

The municipal institution “Music School of Sviatohirsk City Council”, the school building is 
100% destroyed.

The total number (kilometres) of public roads of local importance is 79.04 km, including 71.13 
km of asphalt roads.

9 068  
people 

Before the full-scale invasion, 
the population of the 

Sviatohirsk urban hromada 

13
settlements: 1 

city (Sviatohirsk), 
12 villages.

376.4 км2

The hromada covers  
an area 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE TERRITORIAL COMMUNITY 
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INTRODUCTION
On 24 February 2022, the Russian Federation grossly violated the Charter of the United Nations 
and committed an act of aggression against Ukraine. The military forces of the aggressor 
country invaded the territory of Ukraine and began committing mass atrocities against 
civilians, destroying civilian infrastructure and violating the rights of Ukrainian citizens.

Every day, the government authorities and the initiative called “Tribunal for Putin” record 
new facts of war crimes in Ukraine, which lead to human casualties, destruction of housing, 
cultural heritage, educational and healthcare facilities.

Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation, under 
the procedural guidance of the Donetsk Oblast’s Prosecutor’s Office, investigators of the 
territorial bodies of the National Police in Donetsk Oblast have registered 30,418 criminal 
proceedings under Article 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, including those based on 
applications from internally displaced persons. 

Over the 2 years of the full-scale invasion, the “Tribunal for Putin” initiative has recorded 68168 
episodes of war crimes committed by the Russian Federation.

At least 111 episodes of war crimes have been recorded on the territory of the Sviatohirsk 
hromada.

War crimes are serious violations of international humanitarian law, the laws and customs of 
war committed in time of war. War crimes are subject to criminal liability in Ukrainian and 
international courts, without a statute of limitations.

In order to ensure the inevitability of punishment for the Russian Federation, it is imperative 
to document the facts of possible war crimes and draw attention to the consequences of 
their commission at the national and international levels.

Recording the atrocities committed in Ukraine is also necessary to establish the truth and 
ensure the preservation of historical memory, as well as to fulfil the rights of victims to receive 
compensation for the damage caused.

As part of this study, the war crimes committed in the hromada were recorded and the analysis 
of direct and indirect damage caused by the Russian Federation in the Sviatohirsk hromada.

The recorded data will be published and submitted to international organisations and 
institutions that deal with recording the damage caused in Ukraine and work on the issues 
of Ukraine’s restoration.
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CHANGES IN THE TERRITORIAL COMMUNITY SINCE THE 
FULL-SCALE INVASION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The city of Sviatohirsk is considered the main Orthodox “shrine” of Donbas, located near the 
border of three oblasts - Donetsk, Kharkiv and Luhansk.  From the beginning of June 2022 
to September 2022, the city was occupied by the Russian Federation military.

The village of Tetianivka is the most affected by the occupation and armed aggression of the 
Russian Federation, 80 per cent of local residents’ houses destroyed. After the de-occupation 
of Sviatohirsk, more than 50 bodies of local residents were exhumed.

The hostilities on the territory of Ukraine since the beginning of the Russian Federation’s 
invasion have led to the destruction of a significant number of homes of our citizens, violations 
of fundamental human rights, such as life and health, integrity and dignity, inviolability and 
security, etc. 

The city has been without water, gas and electricity for a long time. 

In April, a public shower and laundry facility was opened in the city. The hromada is installing 
modules for people who have lost their homes. During the occupation, Russian troops virtually 
wiped the city off the map. 80% of residential and other premises in the hromada were 
destroyed - the streets were on fire, the occupiers looted shops and abandoned houses. 
Sviatohirsk found itself in an information vacuum: no electricity, no communication, no radio 
or television. 

Despite these problems, the situation in Sviatohirsk is gradually improving. The post office 
and a bank department have reopened, a petrol station has been opened and one of the 
roofs of a multi-storey building has been completely covered.

The military aggression by the Russian Federation, the introduction of martial law in Ukraine 
and the occupation of part of the hromada in 2022 have a significant impact on the social 
and economic situation of the Sviatohirsk urban hromada in 2023 and its development 
forecast in 2024.

The war has led to significant destruction of infrastructure, provoked massive resettlement 
of the hromada’s residents to safer areas and significant changes in the functioning of the 
business.

The Sviatohirsk hromada consists of 13 settlements, which were home to about 10,000 people 
before the full-scale invasion. Today, more than a thousand people are staying there. 

Since the first days of de-occupation, law enforcement officers in cooperation with local 
authorities have been addressing humanitarian issues, including escorting humanitarian 
cargo and monitoring security at distribution points.

The police and the workers of the State Emergency Service clear roads, houses, cemeteries 
of mines and remove the rubble of destroyed objects. The police explosive experts have 
removed about 2,000 explosive items.

There was success in returning 22 entrepreneurs who had opened various shops, hairdressing 
salons and a hotel.

Since the beginning of 2024, the number of hostile attacks in Donetsk Oblast has significantly 
increased, leading to a deterioration in the humanitarian situation and an increase in the 
number of destructions of housing, critical and social infrastructure. 

 Volodymyr RYBALKIN,  
the Head of Sviatohirsk City Military Administration
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51  
people  

were killed

55  
people  

were injured

701  
manor houses  

were destroyed and 3 
blocks of flats

1  
water supply facility  

was damaged

105  
The number of damaged 

vehicles 

519
private houses and 11 

blocks of flats were 
damaged

Data recorded as part of the «Tribunal for Putin» initiative

Damaged non-residential facilities 

CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTED WAR CRIMES

 55 municipal facilities

43 objects 
as a result of 
ammunition 
impact
the degree of damage  
5% - 5 objects,  
15% - 6 objects,  
25% - 5 objects,  
50% - 8 objects,  
100% - 13 objects,  
the degree of damage 
is not determined – 6 
objects

7 objects as a 
result of rocket 
impact 
the degree of damage  
25% - 1 object,  
50% - 1 object,  
100% - 3 objects,  
the degree of damage 
is not determined – 2 
objects

5 objects as a 
result of other 
actions of 
Russian troops
the degree of damage 
5% - 1 object,  
50% - 2 object,  
the degree of damage 
is not determined – 2 
objects

21
commercial facilities 

17 objects as 
a result of 
ammunition hits  
the degree of damage  
50% - 4 objects,  
75% - 1 object,  
100% - 12 objects, 

4 objects as a 
result of rocket 
hits  
the degree of damage 
25% - 3 objects,  
100% - 1 object
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UAH 34,733,217 thousand 
Compensation for destroyed or damaged property repair works totalling UAH 34,733,217 

thousand under the state programme «eRestoration»

UAH 83,546,497 thousand
The estimated amount of damages for restoring the damaged multi-storey building No.58 on 

Ivan Mazepa Street 

UAH 2.534 million 
In 2022, UAH 2.534 million was spent on disaster prevention and response. The funds were 

used to purchase fuel in the amount of UAH 0.308 million, food parcels for local residents in 
the amount of UAH 1.303 million, wood and briquettes for local residents in the amount of UAH 
0.739 million (at the expense of a subvention from the state budget), and UAH 0.183 million to 
ensure the operation of vehicles involved in the response to the consequences of hostilities in 

the hromada.

UAH 83,614,933
The estimated cost for restoring educational facilities, the administrative building of Sviatohirsk 

City Council, and Phoenix Poultry Farm LLC

UAH 285,232,148 thousand
-	 payment of funds for destroyed housing under the state programme «eRestoration» in 

the amount of UAH 285,232,148 thousand

UAH 487,126,795 thousand + UAH 2.534 
million

Total losses

Indirect harm from the commission of war crimes and 
armed aggression in the territorial community
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CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTED WAR CRIMES

Direct damage

Direct damage from the commission of war crimes is the definite material, physical 
or psychological harm that results from the direct impact of war crimes on persons, 
property or the environment.

This damage may include such things as:

1.	 Physical injuries and deaths of persons affected by war crimes.

2.	 Destruction or damage to property such as buildings, infrastructure, vehicles, 
etc.

3.	 Loss of production or income due to the loss of access to resources or markets 
due to hostilities.

4.	 Psychological and emotional traumas that may result from violence, terror 
or torture caused by war crimes.

5.	 Environmental destruction, such as water, air or soil pollution, disruption of 
ecosystems, etc.

Direct damage from war crimes can have serious consequences for the victims, society 
and economy of the country where they occurred. This damage can be recognised 
and assessed in the context of international humanitarian and human rights law.

ЗАГИБЕЛЬ АБО ПОРАНЕННЯ ЛЮДЕЙ

During the 2 years of the full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation in Sviatohirsk, at least 51 
people have been killed and at least 55 ones were injured as a result of mostly rocket attacks 
and explosive devices.

  During the shelling of the Sviatohirsk Lavra in Donetsk Oblast on the night of  13 March  
20221, two people were seriously injured and more than 30 others sustained minor injuries.

1	 https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3428842-pid-cas-rosijskogo-obstrilu-svatogirskoi-lavri-poranili-dvoh-civilnih.html
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  On 4 May 2022, 2 the armed forces of the Russian Federation conducted an air strike on 
the Sviatohirsk Lavra of the Holy Dormition, injuring 7 civilians.

  Throughout 16 May 2022, 3  
1 person was injured.

  On 21 May 2022,4 Russian 
troops killed 1 civilian.

  On 27 May 2022,5 Russian 
troops killed another civilian.

  On 30 May 2022, 6 the 3rd 
and 4th monastic buildings 
of the Sviatohirsk Lavra of the 
Holy Dormition were damaged 
during the fighting. The shelling 
killed the deacon of the Lavra, 
Archiman dr i te  Ga la c t ion , 
monk Aristocles,  and nun 
Varvara. Hieromonks Joasaph 
and Amphilochius, as well as 
hierodeacon Alipiy, were injured.

  On 1 June 2022,7 росіяни вби-
ли 1 та поранили 1 цивільну осо-
бу у селі Тетянівці Святогірської 
громади. Russians murdered 1 
civilian and injured another one 
in the village of Tetianivtsi, the 
Sviatohirsk hromada.

2	 https://suspilne.media/donbas/236072-rosijski-vijskovi-obstrilali-svatogirsku-lavru-e-poraneni/
3	 https://t.me/pavlokyrylenko_donoda/3400
4	 https://lb.ua/society/2022/05/21/517582_dobu_rosiyani_vbili_simoh_mirnih.html
5	 https://censor.net/ua/news/3344360/za_27_travnya_na_donbasi_zagynulo_5_myrnyh_jyteliv_4_poraneni_ova_infografika
6	 https://news.church.ua/2022/06/01/vid-bombarduvan-zaginuli-ta-poraneni-monaxi-svyatogirskoji-lavri%20/
7	 https://uacrisis.org/uk/shid-01-06-22
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  On 28 August 20228 the Russians murdered 1 civilian and injured another one in the 
village of Tetianivtsi, the Sviatohirsk hromada.

  On 16 September 2022, 9 Russians murdered 1 civilian and injured another one in the 
village of Tetianivka, the Sviatohirsk hromada.

  On 24 September 2022,10 a 
shell hit a multi-storey building in 
Sviatohirsk, injuring 6 people.

  On 05 October 2022,11 the bodies 
of 4 murdered civilians were found 
during an exhumation in Sviatohirsk.

  On 06 October 2022 ,12 5 
civilians killed by Russians during 
the occupation were found in the 
newly liberated Sviatohirsk.

  On 07 October 2022 ,13 the 
bodies of 7 civilians killed by Russians during the occupation were found in Sviatohirsk.

  On 08 October 2022 ,14 the bodies of 2 civilians were found in the liberated city.

  On 27 October 2022 ,15 the rescuers found the body of a woman while clearing the rubble. 

  On 29 October 2022 ,16 rescuers found the bodies of three people while clearing the rubble 
in Sviatohirsk, Donetsk Oblast.

  On 29 October 2022 ,17 law enforcement officers found the bodies of 2 civilians who died 
during the occupation in Sviatohirsk.

  On 30 October 2022 ,18 law enforcement officers found the body of 1 civilian killed during 
the occupation of Sviatohirsk.

  On 15 November 2022,19 law 
enforcement off icers found the 
bodies of 2 civilians killed by 
Russians.

  On 20 December 2022, 20 law 
enforcement off icers found the 
bodies of 2 civilians killed during the 
occupation.

  On 28 February 2023, 21 Russians 
shelled Sviatohirsk and hit the 
premises of the State Emergency 
Service - according to preliminary 
information, 1 rescuer was killed and 
4 others were injured.
8	 https://avdeevka.city/news/view/operativne-zvedennya-politsii-donechchini-na-29-serpnya
9	 https://cutt.ly/ReuinJ6A
10	 https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3579152-u-svatogirsku-cerez-vorozij-obstril-poraneni-sestero-ludej.html
11	 https://cutt.ly/eeuinByy
12	 https://lb.ua/society/2022/10/06/531658_zvilnenih_mistah_donechchini.html
13	 https://novynarnia.com/2022/10/07/u-svyatogirsku-vyyavyly-simoh-czyvilnyh-ubytyh-rosiyanamy-za-chas-okupacziyi/
14	 https://cutt.ly/feuin3nY
15	 https://suspilne.media/donbas/305120-u-svatogirsku-na-doneccini-ratuvalniki-viavili-tilo-pid-zavalami-bagatopoverhivki/
16	 https://t.me/nikolaevka_online/4907
17	 https://suspilne.media/donbas/305790-na-doneccini-vid-obstriliv-armii-rf-zaginuli-patero-ludej/
18	 https://cutt.ly/ieuimexU
19	 https://cutt.ly/Ueuimpue
20	 https://kapri.dn.ua/2022/12/21/u-svjatogirsku-pravoohoronci-vijavili-tila-2-zagiblih/
21	 https://novynarnia.com/2023/02/28/rosiyany-vdaryly-po-chastyni/
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  On 16 May 2023, 22 the bodies of 4 people 
killed during the occupation were exhumed in 
Sviatohirsk.

  On 5 October 2023, 23 a man born in 1971 
accidentally stepped on a PFM-1 «Lepestok» 
(Soviet anti-infantry high-explosive mine), which 
detonated. As a result, he sustained injuries to his 
lower limb and was hospitalised in a Sloviansk 
medical facility.

Violations of international humanitarian law  

The Russian Federation has violated Articles 48 and 51 of the Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977.  

Article 48. In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population 
and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between 
the civilian population and combatants, and between civilian objects and military 
objectives, and accordingly shall direct their operations only against military 
objectives.

Article 51. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general 
protection against dangers arising from military operations.  To give effect to this 
protection, the following rules, which are additional to other applicable rules of 
international law, shall be observed in all circumstances.

1.	 The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the 
object of attack.  Acts or threats of violence, the primary purpose of which is 
to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited.

2.	 Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Section, unless and for 
such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.

3.	 Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited.  Indiscriminate attacks are:

a) those which are not directed at a specific military objective;

b) those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be 
directed at a specific military objective;

or

c) those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which 
cannot be limited as required by this Protocol; and consequently, in each 
such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and civilians or 
civilian objects without distinction.

These facts are subject to pre-trial investigation on the grounds of violation of 
the laws and customs of war, combined with intentional murder (Article 438(2) 
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine)

22	 https://cutt.ly/3euimhn1
23	 https://cutt.ly/SeuimnVP
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DAMAGE TO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
At least 1220 private houses and 459 multi-storey buildings were destroyed/damaged in the 
Sviatohirsk urban hromada, of which 27 private houses and 3 multi-storey buildings are not 
suitable for living.  

  On 27 April 2022,24 the army of the Russian Federation shelled the city of Sviatohirsk, 
causing damage to the private building area and a multi-storey building.

  On 12 May 2022,25 the Russian Federation troops shelled Sviatohirsk with artillery projectiles. 
Some residential buildings were damaged.

  On the evening of 15 May 2022, 26 a shelling took place in Sviatohirsk. A multi-storey 
building was damaged.

24	 https://karachun.com.ua/donbass/28235-obstrel-svyatogorska-foto-i-posledstviya
25	 https://cutt.ly/peuimYaN
26	 https://t.me/svyatonline/70216
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  On 30 May 2022, 27 during the hostilities, the 3rd and 4th monastic buildings of the 
Sviatohirsk Lavra of the Holy Dormition were damaged.

 

  On 1 June 2022, 28 a Russian shell hit 
a building. As a result, this building was 
cracked and completely destroyed.

  In September 2022,29 a Russian missile 
strike damaged a building. The attack 
completely destroyed the two central 
entrances of the five-storey building and 
the roof.

27	 https://t.me/Donetsk_obl_prokuratura/178
28	 https://sviydim.media/object/svyatogirsk-vul-stepova-5a/
29	 https://sviydim.media/object/svyatogirsk-vul-ivana-mazepy/
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  On 24 September 2022, 30 a shell hit a multi-
storey building.

  Between 24 September 2022 and 28 
September 2022,31 at least 10 private houses on 
Soborna Street were damaged.

  During the occupation32 private houses on 
Levanevskogo Street were destroyed.

  From 24 February 2022 till 30 September 2022,33 15 private houses on Stepova Street 
were damaged.

  From 24 February 2022 till 12 February 2023, 34 8 private houses were destroyed on one 
side of Shevchenko Street.

  On 10 September 2023, 35 a  building on Shevchenka Street was damaged.

  A two-storey building burned down after Russian shelling during the оccupation36. 

  The roof of the building on Ivan Mazepa Street was damaged during the оccupation37 
of the city. The flats and entrance halls were constantly flooded with water.

30	 https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3579152-u-svatogirsku-cerez-vorozij-obstril-poraneni-sestero-ludej.html
31	 https://t.me/limannovosti/108354
32	 https://t.me/svyatonline/124939
33	 https://t.me/svyatonline/126560
34	 https://t.me/svyatonline/126560
35	 https://t.me/news_kram_region/922
36	 https://sviydim.media/object/olena-voloh-svyatogirsk/
37	 https://sviydim.media/object/svyatogirsk-vul-ivana-mazepy-55/
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  During the оccupation in 202238 a Russian shell destroyed a house on Kooperatyvna 
Street. The house was destroyed by 75%.

The Russian Federation has violated Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. 

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects 

1.	 Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisal. Civilian objects are 
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 

2.	 Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military 
objectives are limited to those objects which, by their nature, location, purpose 
or use, make an effective contribution to the hostilities and whose total or 
partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances existing 
at the time, would confer a clear military advantage.

38	 https://sviydim.media/object/svyatogirsk-vul-kooperatyvna-10/
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DAMAGE TO TRANSPORT

  On the night of 13 March 2022, 39 the Russian Federation shelled the Sviatohirsk Lavra of 
the Holy Dormition, damaging three private cars.

  On 28 February 2023, 40 Russians shelled a unit of the State Emergency Service - according 
to preliminary information, some rescue vehicles were damaged.

  On 24 February 2023, 41 Russians struck the 
city at night, damaging vehicles.

39	 https://zaxid.net/rosiyani_obstrilyali_svyatogirsku_lavru_na_donechchini_n1538229
40	 https://suspilne.media/donbas/399176-vnoci-armia-rf-obstrilala-castinu-dsns-u-svatogirsku-e-zagiblij-ta-poraneni/
41	 https://cutt.ly/1euimA5u
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DAMAGE TO BUSINESS FACILITIES

  On 7 May 202242 , the territory of the Staryi Zamok Recreation Centre in Sviatohirsk was 
shelled. As a result, several buildings of the Staryi Zamok Recreation Centre were destroyed 
(or damaged).

  From 01 May 2022 to 31 May 2022, 43 the building of the Monarkh Hotel was damaged as 
a result of rocket fire.

42	 https://karachun.com.ua/donbass/28388-opublikovani-foto-starogo-zamka-v-svyatogorske-posle-obstrela
43	 https://zaborona.com/my-dumaly-shho-ne-perezhyvemo-czyh-obstriliv-reportazh-zi-zrujnovanogo-svyatogirska/
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  Between 01 May 2022 and 31 May 2022,44 
the building of the Roche Royal Hotel was 
damaged as a result of rocket fire.

  From  01 May 2022 to 31 May 2022,45 the 
building of the Alpen Hotel was damaged 
as a result of rocket fire.

  From 24 February 2022 till 28 
September 2022, 46 the rope-park Strekoza 
was destroyed.

44	 https://karachun.com.ua/donbass/29082-roche-royal-v-svyatogorske-kak-segodnya-viglyadit-zdanie-izvestnogo-otelya
45	 https://karachun.com.ua/donbass/29084-alpen-v-svyatogorske-foto-razrusheniy
46	 https://t.me/Slavyansk_info/8422
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  Between 24 February 2022 and 03 
October 202247 the Opushka Recreation 
Centre was destroyed as a result of shelling.

  During the occupation, 48 the Pory Roku 
Family Hotel was destroyed in Sviatohirsk.

  On 13 November 2022, at night, the Russians struck again at Sviatohirsk, shells landed 
near the administrative building of the Akvarel Recreation Centre.

47	 https://slavinfo.dn.ua/novosti/novosti-slavyanska/u-shcho-peretvorili-rosiyani-odnu-z-baz-vidpochinku-u-svyatogirsku
48	 https://t.me/news_kram_region/803
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  Between 24 February 2022 and 12 September 2022, 49 the Sherwood Recreation Centre 
was destroyed.

  In July 2022, 50 the Dolce Vita Park Hotel in Sviatohirsk was destroyed and burned. The 
buildings are roofless and the walls are burnt out.

  During the occupation51 the pizzeria Liuks on Ivan Mazepa Street was destroyed and 
burned.

49	 https://vchasnoua.com/news/nezlamnyi-shervud-na-donechchyni-vidnovliuiut-populiarnyi-lisovyi-hotel
50	 https://sviydim.media/object/dolce-vita/
51	 https://sviydim.media/object/piczeriya-lyuks/
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  During the occupation,52 the café-saloon Belaia Loshad was completely destroyed. Its 
equipment and other items were stolen.

The café-saloon Belaia Loshad had two halls, one in Texas style and the other in European 
style. 

When the full-scale invasion began, the owner of the cafe, Andrii, enlisted in the Territorial 
Defence of Sviatohirsk, and his family immediately left the city. They were on Russian lists, 
they were searched for and are still being searched for. For about 20 days after the beginning 
of the full-scale invasion, the family business was still open. Some of the employees stayed 
in the city, but then people started leaving and the café had to be closed. 

The shopping centre and café were completely destroyed in a week. There was shelling of the 
establishments, after that they burned down. Before the shelling, almost all the equipment 
and goods were taken out:

«I don’t know, maybe they caught fire because of a hit, or maybe someone set them on fire.»

Andrii estimates that it will cost about $2 million to rebuild and reopen the café. It is not 
known exactly how long it will take, because everything was built over a period of years.

Damaging and ruining business facilities are violation  Article 52 of the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. 

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects 

1.	 Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisal. Civilian objects are 
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 

2.	 Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military 
objectives are limited to those objects which, by their nature, location, purpose 
or use, make an effective contribution to the hostilities and whose total or 
partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances existing 
at the time, would confer a clear military advantage.

52	 https://sviydim.media/object/kafe-salun-belaya-loshad/
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INDIRECT HARM FROM THE COMMISSION OF WAR 
CRIMES AND ARMED AGGRESSION IN THE TERRITORIAL 
COMMUNITY

Indirect damage caused by war crimes is damage that is not a direct result of the 
act of war itself, but arises from its impact on the socio-economic situation, the state 
of civil society and other aspects of life in a country or region.

Such damage may include:

1.	 Economic losses: reduced production, loss of income, increased unemployment, 
destruction of infrastructure, which leads to a decrease in the country’s 
economic potential.

2.	 Social consequences: an increase in the number of internally displaced persons 
and refugees, deterioration of living conditions, increased social tension, 
reduced access to education and healthcare services.

3.	 Psychological traumas: psychological consequences from the loss of loved 
ones, traumatic memories and stress associated with the horrific events of 
the war.

4.	 Environmental problems: environmental pollution, destruction of natural 
resources, and destruction of ecosystems, which can lead to long-term 
environmental problems.

Indirect damage from war crimes can be difficult to measure and assess, but it can 
have a significant impact on the lives and well-being of individuals, as well as on the 
stability and development of a country or region as a whole.

Environmental damage

Active hostilities caused destruction and damage to the facilities of the Sloviansk irrigation 
system. 

Land contamination was caused by damage to pumping station buildings, destruction of 
fencing, damage to a transformer substation, and littering of land with a lot of dry ration 
packaging that the Russian army left.

The State Ecological Inspectorate in Donetsk Oblast calculated the damage at UAH 10 million.

The Sviati Hory National Nature Park is the largest nature reserve in Donetsk Oblast, covering 
40,500 hectares. According to the park’s administration, it has been established that more 
than 9,000 hectares of unique natural complexes have been destroyed by fires and other 
mechanical means.

The special commission examined in detail only 300 hectares of the Sviati Hory National 
Nature Park, where «conditionally» safe access was provided. In this area, the destruction 
of natural complexes as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation was 
recorded, which caused damage to the nature reserve fund in the amount of UAH 13.5 billion.

The damage caused by the pollution of the lands of the nature reserve fund of the Sviati Hory 
National Nature Park amounted to more than UAH 16 billion.

During the first quarter of 2023, the State Environmental Inspectorate in Donetsk Oblast 
made 47 calculations of damage caused by the contamination of land in Donetsk Oblast with 
waste from the destruction caused by armed aggression, totalling UAH 1761609,251 thousand.
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Documented episodes:

land contamination caused by the destruction of a music school in Sviatohirsk, 
in the amount of UAH 46367834.40.

During the second quarter of 2023, the State Environmental Inspectorate 
in Donetsk Oblast made 22 calculations of damage caused by the contamination of land in 
Donetsk Oblast with waste from the destruction caused by armed aggression, totalling UAH 
16333175,837 thousand.

Documented episodes:

Land contamination caused by shelling of educational institutions located 
on the territory of the Sviatohirsk hromada, totalling UAH 73919736.

SUPPORT TO INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

As of 23 February 2024, 6462 internally displaced 
persons were registered in the hromada (470 
persons of this category actually live in the 
hromada).

In 2023, the Programme for Support and Social Protection of Internally Displaced Persons in 
the Sviatohirsk Hromada for 2023-2025 was developed and approved.

The Programme provides funding to supply internally displaced persons in difficulty with 
financial assistance in the amount of the minimum subsistence level; also assistance in self-
care (diapers for children/adults, folding beds, clothes, household heating appliances, etc.); 
gift sets for Christmas and New Year holidays for internally displaced children and children 
registered in the hromada, who moved to the government-controlled territories of Ukraine; 
gift sets for the International Day of Older Persons for elderly internally displaced persons; as 
well as food packages, hygiene kits, household chemicals to this population category.

In 2023, assistance was paid to 30 people for a total of UAH 77.67 thousand.

During 2022, the Sviatohirsk military administration with the international and national 
charitable organisations provided 9934 food packages (including 3253 ones in the de-occupied 
territory) and 3353 personal hygiene kits (including 2215 ones in the de-occupied territory) 
for the hromada. 

In addition, 4,050 loaves of bread and 3,711 hot meals were distributed free of charge to 
residents of Sviatohirsk, as well as 180 tonnes of pellets and 200 cubic metres of firewood. 
The company provided 952 deliveries of materials to repair damaged housing.

To ensure the stable operation of the Sviatokhlib bakery and provide the enterprise with 
charitable assistance for free baking of 300 loaves of bread (currently every three days), the 
company worked with government agencies and charitable foundations. 

The hromada has a programme53 to install modular houses for residents of the Sviatohirsk 
hromada.

53	 https://bahmut.in.ua/zhytelyam-svyatogirskoyi-gromady-nadavatymut-modulne-zhytlo-yak-jogo-otrymaty/

46, 367  
mln

73, 919  
mln

The estimated amount of funding for the 
Programme’s activities in 2024 is 

UAH 787.40 thousand
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ORGANISATION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT TO THE 
POPULATION
The hromada has organised psychological support for the population:

1.	 The  PRO Sviatohirsk Centre54 provides psychological support to children and adults 
in its office. The centre’s psychologists conduct art therapy activities for children and 
activities for adults on conflict-free communication and active listening. 

1.	 The municipal institution «Centre for the Provision of Social Services of Sviatohirsk 
City Council of Kramatorsk Raion (District) of Donetsk Oblast» provides psychological 
assistance as part of the All-Ukrainian Mental Health Programme “Are You OK?”.

EVACUATION OF THE POPULATION

Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, some free еvacuation55 buses have been 
organised to take the hromada’s residents to the Kramatorsk railway station, and after 8 
April 2022 - to Pokrovsk.56

There are no official statistics on the number of people who left the hromada in 2022 and no 
estimate of the resources spent on this.

Slavic Heart Charitable Foundation provided free evacuation flights to Dnipro.57

During the occupation of Sviatohirsk, the evacuation of civilians from the Sviatohirsk Lavra of 
the Holy Dormition, where hundreds of people have taken refuge, continues unabated. The 
Sviatohirsk Lavra of the Holy Dormition, which is located on the right bank of the Siverskyi 
Donets River, has been subject to constant shelling and manipulation by the enemy, who 
temporarily held the left bank of the river. For example, in September,58 an elderly couple and 
a family of five, including two young children, were evacuated. The evacuation was carried 
out by military units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine.

Today, as the front line approaches, еvacuation from the Sviatohirsk hromada59 to safer oblasts 
of Ukraine continues. The hromada’s official resources systematically publish information 
about evacuation opportunities.

54	 https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552107833205
55	 https://cutt.ly/LeuQIGJL
56	 https://cutt.ly/beuQIXJL
57	 https://cutt.ly/GeuQIMU3
58	 https://cutt.ly/MeuQI4Je
59	 https://cutt.ly/WeuQOyhv
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2024

NGO «Cherkasy Human Rights Centre»

205 Shevchenko Boulevard, Cherkasy, office 409 

pravcenterche@gmail.com

+380 96 390 16 56
+380 67 522 57 10
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