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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research area: Sumy territorial community (hereinafter hromada), Sumy Region (hereinafter
Oblast).

Information collection period: from 24 February 2022 till 24 February 2024.

Information collection methods: official information from the Sumy City Council, the Sumy
Oblast’s Prosecutor’s Office, mass media and documenters of the NGO “Northern Human
Rights Group” in cooperation with the NGO “Cherkasy Human Rights Centre”.

The purpose of the study of war crimes committed in the Sumy urban hromada and their
fallout is to examine the circumstances, nature and consequences of war crimes that occurred
in this territory as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation.

The main objectives of the study:

1. Collecting objective information: the study aims to collect and analyse available
information on war crimes, including eyewitness accounts, documents, attested
facts, video and photographic materials.

2. Fact-finding: the aim is to identify specific cases of war crimes, such as attacks on
civilians, shelling of civilian areas, destruction of infrastructure, etc.

3. Consequence assessment: the study aims to determine the impact of the committed
war crimes on the lives and well-being of the local population, including physical
and psychological traumas, property damage, destruction of infrastructure, loss of
human capital and other types of harm.

4. Promoting human rights and international humanitarian law: the study contributes
to raising awareness of human rights and international norms, which regulate the
conduct of hostilities, and enhancing these principles among the local and global
community.

For security reasons, the authors of the report do not indicate the addresses and names of
the objects that were damaged and destroyed as a result of the Russian Federation's attacks
on the hromada.

The text of the report uses quotes from victims of war crimes that were recorded on the
territory of the Sumy hromada. The quotes are taken from mass media texts.

The report uses photographs from open sources of information and the archive of the
documenters of the «Tribunal for Putin» initiative.
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE TERRITORIAL COMMUNITY

®
@%  256.500 people 21

As of 1January 2022, the number of the existing population

of the Sumy urban hromada was 256.5 people. During 2022- settlements:
2023, the number and composition of the population changed 1 city (Sumy) and
(resettlement of internally displaced persons (28 thousand 20 villages in 4
people), migration abroad and to other oblasts of Ukraine). headmen districts

Sumy is located in the north-eastern
_I part of Ukraine, on the banks of the
ti m2 river Psel at the confluence of the
3 47’9 k river Sumky, within the Middle Russian

The hromada covers an area Upland.

Economic and social indicators for the last three
337 km years on the development and existence of the
hromada are not published on official resources

The distance to Kyiv due to the martial law.
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INTRODUCTION

On 24 February 2022, the Russian Federation grossly violated the Charter of the United Nations
and committed an act of aggression against Ukraine. The military forces of the aggressor
country invaded the territory of Ukraine and began committing mass atrocities against
civilians, destroying civilian infrastructure and violating the rights of Ukrainian citizens.

Every day, the government authorities and the initiative called “Tribunal for Putin” record
new facts of war crimes in Ukraine, which lead to human casualties, destruction of housing,
cultural heritage, educational and healthcare facilities.

Since the beginning of the armed aggression, about 2,000 crimes of violation of the laws and
customs of war have been registered in Sumy Oblast for 2023. The investigation resulted in
15 Russian Federation servicemen being served with a notice of suspicion and 6 indictments
against 12 people being sent to court. 4 guilty verdicts were delivered against 7 people.

At the same time, in 2023, 2 people were sentenced to 15 years in prison with confiscation of
property for committing high treason.

As of the beginning of 2024, the investigators of Security Service of Ukraine are conducting
investigations in 680 criminal proceedings on 1405 facts of war crimes committed by the
occupiers in Sumy Oblast.

Because of the constant armed attacks, the number of damaged infrastructure and housing
in the oblast is steadily increasing, and, in April 2024, it totalled 9,010 buildings and structures.

Over the 2 years of the full-scale invasion, the “Tribunal for Putin” initiative has recorded 68168
episodes of war crimes committed by the Russian Federation.

At least 102 episodes of war crimes have been recorded on the territory of the Sumy hromada.
The hostilities led to the destruction of the city.

War crimes are serious violations of international humanitarian law, the laws and customs of
war committed in time of war. War crimes are subject to criminal liability in Ukrainian and
international courts, without a statute of limitations.

In order to ensure the inevitability of punishment for the Russian Federation, it is imperative
to document the facts of possible war crimes and draw attention to the consequences of
their commission at the national and international levels.

Recording the atrocities committed in Ukraine is also necessary to establish the truth and
ensure the preservation of historical memory, as well as to fulfil the rights of victims to receive
compensation for the damage caused.

As part of this study, the war crimes commmitted in the hromada were recorded and the analysis
of direct and indirect damage caused by the Russian Federation in the Sumy hromada was
conducted.

The recorded data will be published and submitted to international organisations and
institutions that deal with recording the damage caused in Ukraine and work on the issues
of Ukraine’s restoration.
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§¥ CHANGES IN THE TERRITORIAL COMMUNITY
SINCE THE FULL-SCALE INVASION OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION

“At 12:00 a.m., on 24 February, we were in the building of the Oblast’s State
Administration until tanks and armoured vehicles entered Sumy. At the
main entrance of the building, on Independence Square, there were Russian
troops, and on the other side we were leaving [...] They passed through Sumy,
left, and then we started to ‘close’ the city to set up checkpoints, to organise
territorial defence forces. The territorial defence was set up at all ways in and
out of Sumy. And when enemies tried to enter the city for the second time,
street battles and shootings broke out. It was from Khimprom company of
Kurskyi Avenue and Herasym Kondratiev Street,» recalls the then head of
the Sumy Oblast’s State Administration, Dmytro Zhyvytskyi, in an interview
with Ukrainska Pravda', how Russian invaders entered Sumy on the first day
of the invasion.

In February-March 2022, the city was besieged by Russian military, shelled,
and adapted to functioning under the blockade. Since the Ukrainian military
pushed the Russian invaders out of the oblast in April 2022, hostile attacks
have not stopped.

While in 2023, there were more than 8,000 attacks on Sumy Oblast (including
2 rocket attacks, 123 air strikes, 20 Shahed attacks, and 45 FPV drones), in
January-March 2024 only (as of 20 March) there were 3,225 attacks (including
15 rocket attacks, 234 air strikes, 25 Shahed attacks, and 186 FPV drones).

The Sumy hromada has become a transit point for many IDPs from the border
settlements, despite the fact that in 2024, the level of danger for the Sumy
hromada itself remains high, as the distance to the border with the Russian
Federation is short - the village of Bytytsia, which is part of the hromada, is
located 17 km from the state border, and 30 km from the centre of Sumy to
the nearest point on the state border.

At the time of writing, the city of Sumy of the Sumy urban hromada was
included in the list of territories where hostilities are (were) conducted or
temporarily occupied by the Russian Federation (the territory of possible
hostilities) due to numerous attacks by the Russian Federation on the city
in March-April 2024.

1 https:/Mwww.pravda.com.ua/articles/2022/04/16/7339908/
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CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTED WAR CRIMES

people were killed people were injured
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The data was recorded within the framework of the «Tribunal for Putin» initiative and obtained
from the Sumy City Council
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Environmental damage

more than UAH 500 mi"ion

The environmental damage caused by the armed aggression of the Russian Federation
amounted to UAH 183,700,002 thousand in the oblast, of which the damage caused within the
Sumy hromada is more than UAH 500 million.

Data from the State Environmental Inspectorate in Sumy Oblast

Indirect harm from the commission of war crimes and
armed aggression in the territorial community

UAH 101 million

Construction of shelters

UAH 525,667,461 thousand

Environmental damage

UAH 15,020,227.54

Compensation for destroyed (damaged) housing
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CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTED WAR CRIMES

Direct damage

Direct damage from the commission of war crimes is the definite material, physical
or psychological harm that results from the direct impact of war crimes on persons,
property or the environment.

This damage may include such things as:
1. Physical injuries and deaths of persons affected by war crimes.

2. Destruction or damage to property such as buildings, infrastructure, vehicles,
etc.

3. Loss of production or income due to the loss of access to resources or markets
due to hostilities.

4. Psychological and emotional traumas that may result from violence, terror
or torture caused by war crimes.

5. Environmental destruction, such as water, air or soil pollution, disruption of
ecosystemes, etc.

Direct damage from war crimes can have serious consequences for the victims, society
and economy of the country where they occurred. This damage can be recognised
and assessed in the context of international humanitarian and human rights law.

DEATHS AND INJURIES

During the 2 years of the full-scale invasion by the Russian Federation in the Sumy
urban hromada, at least 34 people were killed and at least 65 people were injured as
a result of mostly rocket attacks and explosive devices.

0.
T on2e February 2022, 2 a Grad multiple rocket launcher struck the Teplychnyi and
Veretenivka residential neighbourhoods. The shelling killed 3 people.

o'l‘ On 27 February 2022, 3 Russian
military shelled a civilian car. There were
two adults and three young children in
the car, including a baby. The woman, who
was shot in the head, died.

o'l‘ On 27 February 2022, 4 civilians were
shelled near the airport. One woman died
before the roundabout to the airport, in
the direction of Lebedyn. S

oz ' '

'H' On 17 March 2022, > the members of the armed forces of the Russian Federation fired
at a car travelling from the village of Bezdryk at the entrance to Sumy. A 20-year-old girl
sustained life-threatening injuries.

https://frama.com.ua/pri-obstrilah-sum-zaginuli-troie
https://suspilne.media/211810-u-sumah-obstrilali-avto-zaginula-zinka
https://suspilne.media/211810-u-sumah-obstrilali-avto-zaginula-zinka
https://sumy.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_t=rec&id=311904&fp=20

AONWN
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0 o

'H' On 7 March 2022, © a military aircraft of the armed forces of the Russian Federation carried
out an air strike on the residential building area of Romenska Street and Spartak Street in
Sumy. A total of 8 people were injured, including a 5-year-old girl, and 22 people were killed.

On the same day, there was an air strike on the village of Bytytsia, which is part of the Sumy
hromada, killing one person (the director of an agricultural company) and injuring one.
Another bomb hit the recreation centre “Soniachna Haliavyna”, injuring four people.

0 o
T on3 July 2023, 7 arrivals of unmanned aerial vehicles of the Shahed 136 type were recorded.
The hits resulted in 3 deaths and 21 injuries, including a 5-year-old child.

é )

€& Our house, exactly the part where we live. And there were two dogs, two cats
there. And they said to us: go to the shelter, go home. Where is the shelter, where
is home? We have nowhere to go. The territory was cordoned off, we didn’t go in
anyway, but they chased us away even from here

Withesses of the event.

6 http://dancor.sumy.ua/news/newsline/411305
7 https://t. ne/prokuraturasumy/2163
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o'l' On 29 July 2023, an enemy missile hit the educational building of the Sumy Interregional
Higher Vocational School, where the Centre for Research on the Holodomor Resistance
Movement in Sumy Oblast was located. As a result of the missile explosion, 20 people were
injured and 2 were killed.
( )
€& 3\We were talking with our friends, and we heard a rocket or a plane flying. We

immediately laid down on the ground, covered our ears and opened our mouths

to avoid contusion. As soon as we heard it - bang! We immediately ran here after

that, because we have a flat nearby

The story of the eyewitnesses of the incident

0 Violations of international humanitarian law

The Russian Federation has violated Articles 48 and 51 of the Protocol Additional
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977.

Article 48. In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population
and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between
the civilian population and combatants, and between civilian objects and military
objectives, and accordingly shall direct their operations only against military
objectives.

Article 51. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general
protection against dangers arising from military operations. To give effect to this
protection, the following rules, which are additional to other applicable rules of
international law, shall be observed in all circumstances.
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1. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the
object of attack. Acts or threats of violence, the primary purpose of which is
to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited.

2. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Section, unless and for
such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.

3. Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks are:
a) those which are not directed at a specific military objective;

b) those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be
directed at a specific military objective;

or

c) those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which
cannot be limited as required by this Protocol; and consequently, in each
such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and civilians or
civilian objects without distinction.

These facts are subject to pre-trial investigation on the grounds of violation of
the laws and customs of war, combined with intentional murder (Article 438(2)
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine)

DESTRUCTION OR DAMAGE TO RESIDENTIAL AND NON-
RESIDENTIAL PREMISES, TRANSPORT

The number of damaged objects in the Sumy urban hromada since 2022 is as follows:

A @ O
residential property objects private building area

o
[ |

41 775
municipal property inspections of the damage caused to real estate
objects owners (flats, household buildings) were carried out

According to the Department of Infrastructure of the Sumy City Council

°ﬁ On 24 February 2022, & the shelling damaged the premises of an art school and the
premises of nearby buildings, and a church caught fire.

Qﬁ On 3 March 2022, ° in the morning (at around 8:00), there was shelling in the area of streets
on the outskirts of the city, which damaged one of the buildings on the territory of the former
art school. The shelling damaged a power line and smashed windowpanes in the building.

On the same day, in Sumy, the bombardment, which began at around 6:00 p.m., damaged
the CHP plant and electrical substations. Power was cut off in most of the city, and then the
entire oblast. A fire broke out near another city substation as a result of the explosion.

8 https://24tv.ua/sumah-bilya-artuchilishha-znovu-pochavsya-biy-gorit-tserkva_n1877748%20)
9 https://suspilne.media/212826-u-sumah-vnaslidok-artobstrilu-travmovani-troe-ludej
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oﬁ On 5 March 2022, '° Russian aviation conducted targeted strikes on the city of Sumy,
damaging the premises of a state vocational school.

°ﬁ On 7 March 2022, ™ a military aircraft of the Russian Federation armed forces carried out
an air strike on the residential building area of Romenska Street and Spartak Street in Sumy.
The bombardment completely destroyed 1 house, partially destroyed 3 houses on the same
street and at least 14 on the neighbouring street.

In the village of Bytytsia, which is part of the Sumy hromada, Russian military dropped a
bomb on a residential building. This house and an agricultural company were destroyed.

°ﬁ From 7 to 8 March 2022,”? the Hromada's Prayer House of the International Union of
Evangelical Christian Baptists Churches was severely damaged by an air strike.

°ﬁ On the night of 9-10 March 2022, Russian enemy aircraft bombed the outskirts of Sumy
and the village of Bytytsia. The strikes hit residential buildings. Two craters about 1.5 metres
deep were found in Bytytsia. The shelling damaged 25 buildings, including the Village Council
building, which is beyond repair.

eﬁ On 21 March 2022, ® at around 3:55 a.m., the armed forces of the Russian Federation
shelled the Sumykhimprom PrJSC, located on the outskirts of Sumy. The shelling damaged
a 50-tonne ammonia tank, causing it to leak.

°ﬁ On 3 July 2023, the arrivals of unmanned aerial vehicles of the Shahed 136 type were
recorded in the city centre. The hits damaged an administrative building, 2 blocks of flats, 7
private cars and a school building.

Author: Prosecutor’s Office of Sumy Oblast

eﬁ On 29 July 2023, a rocket attack was launched on an educational institution in Sumy: the
educational building of the Sumy Interregional Higher Vocational School, which housed the
Centre for Research on the Holodomor Resistance Movement in Sumy Oblast, was destroyed.
Some vital infrastructure facilities, nearby buildings, and 1 store were also damaged.

10 https://t.me/sumskamiskarada/5495

n http://dancor.sumy.ua/news/newsline/411305

12 https://dess.gov.ua/shchonaymenshe-116-sporud
13 https://cutt.ly/keyHHLI]

14 https://t.me/prokuraturasumy/2163

15 https://t.me/prokuraturasumy/2260




Report | Consequences of the Russian Federation’s war crimes in the Sumy community

Qﬁ On 7 September 2023, ' at night, an enemy unmanned aerial vehicle of the Shahed-136
type hit a residential area of Sumy, causing damage to 1 private house, 2 shops and 20 flats
in a multi-storey building.

ch On the morning of 8 September 2023, 7 an enemy missile hit. The impact destroyed a
two-storey residential building, damaged more than 20 houses and 8 vehicles.

Author: Prosecutor’s Office of Sumy Oblast

°ﬁ On 18 October 2023, ® in the middle of the night, a Shahed-type unmanned aerial vehicle
hit a sports complex in the area of the SNAU. The shelling damaged residential buildings
near the complex.

o Violations of international humanitarian law

The Russian Federation has violated Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1), 8 June 1977.

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisal. Civilian objects are
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph

2. Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military
objectives are limited to those objects which, by their nature, location, purpose
or use, make an effective contribution to the hostilities and whose total or
partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances existing
at the time, would confer a clear military advantage.

16 https://t. ne/Sumy_news_ODA/19352
17 https://t.ne/prokuraturasumy/2387
18 https:/Amww.facebook.com/watch/?v=628306819511008
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INDIRECT HARM FROM THE COMMISSION OF WAR
CRIMES AND ARMED AGGRESSION IN THE TERRITORIAL
COMMUNITY

Indirect damage caused by war crimes is damage that is not a direct result of the
act of war itself, but arises from its impact on the socio-economic situation, the state
of civil society and other aspects of life in a country or region.

Such damage may include:

1. Economic losses: reduced production, loss of income, increased unemployment,
destruction of infrastructure, which leads to a decrease in the country’s
economic potential.

2. Social consequences: an increase in the number of internally displaced persons
and refugees, deterioration of living conditions, increased social tension,
reduced access to education and healthcare services.

3. Psychological traumas: psychological consequences from the loss of loved
ones, traumatic memories and stress associated with the horrific events of
the war.

4. Environmental problems: environmental pollution, destruction of natural
resources, and destruction of ecosystems, which can lead to long-term
environmental problems.

Indirect damage from war crimes can be difficult to measure and assess, but it can
have a significant impact on the lives and well-being of individuals, as well as on the
stability and development of a country or region as a whole.

Environmental damage

From 24/02/2022 till April 2024, the State Environmental Inspectorate in Sumy Oblast
documented more than 200 cases of environmental damage caused by shelling by the
aggressor country. The Inspectorate’s specialists calculated the damage, which totalled UAH
2 billion 909 million 390 thousand 426 as of May 2024.

The constant shelling and mining of the territories makes it impossible to assess the real
impact of the war on the environment.

Between 24/02/2022 and 31/12/2023, 15 cases of environmental impact were recorded on the
territory of the Sumy urban hromada and the damage calculations were made based on the
established facts for a total of UAH 525,667,461 thousand.

Documented episodes:

On the night of 8 March 2022, the Russian Federation troops carried out air strikes on the
Bytytsia headmen district of the Sumy hromada. One of the bombs hit the recreation centre
«Soniachna Haliavynan».

The enemy bombardment injured several people, destroyed and damaged infrastructure
facilities, and destroyed part of the forest. During a thorough inspection of the territory of
Soniachna Haliavyna, environmental inspectors found 212 trees destroyed. Based on the
results of calculations, it was established that the total amount of damage caused by the
plantations to the point of stopping growth is almost UAH 1.73 million.
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Author: Sumy EIA

On 18 March 2022, at around 4:00 p.m., as a result of shelling from large-calibre artillery, a
one-storey warehouse building with paint and varnish products caught fire over an area of
more than 6 thousand square metres.

As a result, the air was polluted with toxic combustion products. On 24/05/2022, the State
Ecological Inspectorate in Sumy Oblast recorded environmental damage caused by hostile
shelling of the industrial warehouse of MC Polisan LTD in the amount of UAH 1,887,044.

On 21 March 2022, at around 03:55 a.m., the armed forces of the Russian Federation shelled
Sumykhimprom PJSC, located on the outskirts of Sumy. The shelling damaged a 50-tonne
ammonia tank. The State Environmental Inspectorate in Sumy Oblast recorded environmental
damage in the amount of UAH 5,176,045 in terms of air pollution.

i '

Author: Sumy EIA

On 8 September 2023, a large number of residential buildings were destroyed as a result of
enemy rocket fire, causing environmental damage totalling over UAH 57.5 million.

Two land plots were found to be contaminated with demolition waste with an area of 4,200
and 6,500 square metres (the amount of damage caused to land and soil as a result of
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emergencies and/or armed aggression and hostilities during martial law was determined by
the methodology approved by the order of the Ministry of Environment of 04/04/2022 No.167).

In addition, due to the ingress of debris into the residential building, it caught fire, causing
the release of pollutants into the air. The amount of damage caused to the state as a result of
unorganised emissions of pollutants into the atmosphere due to armed aggression amounted
to UAH 28,929.00.

(The amount of damage was determined by the Methodology for calculating fugitive
emissions of pollutants or a mixture of such substances into the air as a result of emergencies
and/or during martial law and determining the amount of damage by experts).

Authority: Suspilne Sumy

On the evening of 29 July 2023, the occupation forces of the Russian Federation attacked
the city of Sumy. An enemy missile hit one of the state vocational education institutions. The
missile explosion caused destruction and damage to the buildings and structures of the
educational institution, a religious organisation and the residential building area.

The fall of the rocket caused the following damage:
- air pollution in the approximate amount of UAH 12 thousand,;

. contamination of almost 2 hectares of land with debris. As a result of the contamination,
the state suffered losses in the amount of UAH 160 million 227 thousand. This is currently
the largest amount of damages calculated for land contamination within Sumy Oblast
during the martial law period.
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COMPENSATION FOR DESTROYED OR DAMAGED PROPERTY

As of April 2024, 28 applications for compensation for damaged property have been
submitted, and 74 applications for housing certificates and monetary compensation for
destroyed property have been submitted.

UAH 15020227.54

The total amount of money paid for the damaged properties

32

Number of certificates issued for destroyed property

ORGANISATION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SUPPORT TO THE
POPULATION

Psychological support for the affected population is provided mainly by NGOs with the
support of international donors. The hromada is also involved in the implementation of the
All-Ukrainian Mental Health Programme “Are You OK?".

Psychological services are provided by:

the NGO “Psychological Assistance Center ‘Confidence™ in cooperation with the United
Nations International Children’'s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) under the joint project “The
stop: Me.” The psychotherapists and psychologists can provide online counselling for
residents of Sumy Oblast. Offline assistance is currently available in Sumy, Lebedyn,
Trostianets and Okhtyrka;

psychologists from the NGO “Proliska”, the Rokada Charitable Foundation, the NGO
“Girls”, the Right to Protection Charitable Foundation, the NGO “League of Modern
Women", and others.

Despite the large number of people affected by the armed aggression of the Russian
Federation, the hromada has no social protection programme for civilians who have beenill
or injured as a result of the armed conflict.

The City Council has organised work on granting the status of a child affected by hostilities
and armed conflicts.

As of April 2024, 46,800 people were registered in the Sumy hromada, including 4,292 children
who have already been granted the status of a child affected by hostilities.

ARRANGEMENT OF TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION

Since the start of the Shelter programme, UAH 10.45 million has been allocated to 12152
homeowners for accommodation of 25647 IDPs under the programme “Prykhystok”.

As of 01/04/2024, according to the Department of Social Policy, Veterans and Reintegration,
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three compact settlements were arranged for internally displaced persons in the Sumy
hromada on the basis of dormitories of educational institutions (total number of places - 193,
60 people were accommodated).

As of 11 March 2024, 62 internally displaced persons have applied for housing. The temporary
accommodation service is used by 44 persons of this category.

SUPPORT TO INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

Within the Sumy urban hromada, there are social programmes «Myloserdia» (decision of the
Sumy City Council of 24/11/2021 No.2272), whose activities are aimed at providing additional
social guarantees, benefits, and privileges for internally displaced persons.”®

The programme of the Sumy urban hromada «Myloserdia» for 2022-2024 provides for the
provision of additional social guarantees for affected civilians as a result of Russian aggression
against Ukraine (financial assistance to affected households, i.e. those located in buildings
damaged as a result of the war (armed aggression) of the Russian Federation against Ukraine;
financial assistance to families whose members within the Sumy urban hromada were killed
as a result of air or artillery attacks); provision of targeted monthly financial assistance to cover
living expenses to affected households whose housing was destroyed/destroyed or damaged
and at the same time declared uninhabitable as a result of the war (armed aggression) of
the Russian Federation against Ukraine; provision of financial assistance for the independent
restoration of housing damaged as a result of the war (armed aggression) of the Russian
Federation against Ukraine).

The total amount of financial resources required to implement the programme is UAH
370,240.6 thousand.

Since 24 February 2022, the above-mentioned financial assistance was paid to 74 persons in
2022, 115 persons in 2023 and 24 persons in 2024 (as of 20/03/2024).

The programme does not provide assistance for individuals and legal entities whose
vehicles were damaged or destroyed as a result of war crimes in the hromada.

The Programme of Health Improvement and Recreation for Children of the Sumy Urban
Hromada for 2022-2024 (decision of the Sumy City Council of 24/11/2021 No.2272) provides for
the provision of quality and affordable services for the health improvement and recreation
of children in the network of children’s health facilities located on the territory of the Sumy
hromada, students in day camps at general secondary education institutions, and pupils of
preschool education institutions.

The measures defined within the framework of this programme apply to children of privileged
categories of the Sumy urban hromada who, prior to the application of their parents (persons
in loco parentis), had at least 6 months of registered residence within the territorial boundaries
of the Sumy urban hromada or who were registered with the department in accordance with
the Unified Information Database on Internally Displaced Persons no later than 1January
of the year in which the free voucher will be provided.

No new programmes aimed at supporting internally displaced persons or the population
affected by the hostilities have been developed or adopted in the Sumy hromada.

The Department of Social Protection of the Sumy City Council, together with humanitarian
and charitable organisations, constantly provides targeted assistance for IDPs and the affected
population, if available.
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All persons residing in the places of compact settlement of the Sumy hromada are registered
with the Sumy City Territorial Centre for Social Services (Provision of Social Services) «Berehynia»
and receive assistance in self-care.

More than 20 people have used the services of the territorial centre (hairdressing services,
minor clothing repairs and clothing bank services).

There is no information on the amount of funds from the local budget spent on organising
work with internally displaced persons.

EVACUATION OF THE POPULATION

The main evacuation from the Sumy hromada took place in March 2022.

The hromada organised and carried out the evacuation of the population who wished and
had the opportunity to leave the territory of Sumy Oblast. Buses were arranged to take women
and children from Sumy (for the first two days, and then from certain territorial communities:
Trostianets, Krasnopillia, Konotop, Shostka, etc.)

On 10 March 2022, civilians were evacuated from Sumy for the first time. The State Emergency
Service of Ukraine involved 3 vehicles and 23 personnel in the evacuation of the population.
Decisions to open humanitarian corridors were made on the eve of such days, taking into
account the effectiveness of the negotiation process, and announcements about the date,
time, places of gathering, and the number of buses were distributed on social media and
local media.

About 2,000 foreign students from the Republic of India and the People's Republic of China
were evacuated from the hromada first.

On 9 March 2022, about 10,000 private cars (about 40,000 people) and 85 buses (about 4,000
people) left Sumy. In just two days, on 8 and 9 March, about 50,000 people left the centre of
the oblast via the green corridors.

On 10 March 2022, the «green corridor» was used by: 3250 cars (17500 people), 83 buses (2510
people). The evacuation took place from the cities of Sumy, Trostyanets, and Krasnopillya. First
of all, children with their mothers, people with disabilities and the elderly were evacuated.

On 12 March 2022, from 9:00 a.m., 1154 cars (4516 citizens) and 95 buses (3780 citizens) were
evacuated from the city of Sumy.

On 15 March 2022, the agreed «green corridors» for evacuation from the city of Sumy were
open during the day - 955 cars (3820 citizens), 82 buses (3130 citizens).

On 18 March 2022, evacuation from the city of Sumy was carried out: 414 cars (1656 people),
4] buses (1480 people).

Given the difficult situation, all children were evacuated from the Sumy Specialised Children’s
Home.

There are no official statistics on the number of people who have left the city and no
estimate of the costs to the hromada of evacuating people.

The population evacuated through officially approved «green corridors», on their own and
with the help of volunteers who organised «secret routes» to get people out of the war zone.
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INn 2023-2024, the Sumy hromada continues to host people evacuated from the war zone from
virtually the entire border of Sumy Oblast. Currently, 38 families (63 people) live in temporary
housing. The hromada is preparing to receive evacuees from Bilopillia and Vorozhba hromadas,
where evacuation was officially announced in early May 2024.

On 16 July 2023, a daily evacuation train «Sumy-Kyiv» was launched, which is intended for
IDPs from the temporarily occupied territories who travel to the Russian Federation and then
return to Ukraine through Sumy Oblast.

REPAIRING AND EQUIPPING SHELTERS

There are 120 bomb shelters and radiation shelters in Sumy: 52 of them are public, 30 are
private and 38 are municipal. According to the map, almost all protective structures, with
the exception of the Khimhorodok, are located in the old city centre.

The shelters can accommodate 30,000 people.
In 2022-2023, the Sumy hromada repaired 20 protective structures owned by it.

As of the beginning of 2023, 228 objects of the civil defence facilities fund were registered on
the territory of the Sumy hromada. During the year, their number increased by 109 units. In
addition, last year, major repairs were carried out at the facilities belonging to the communal
form of ownership. Work was completed in full at 39 facilities and partially at 22. In March
2024, funds were allocated from the hromada’s budget for the repair and construction of 13
new protective structures. In total, UAH 153.1 million is planned to be allocated this year for
the arrangement and overhaul of the facilities of the defence structures fund.

In 2024, UAH 199 million is planned for the repair of defence structures, of which UAH 101
million is earmarked for the repair of 9 facilities.

It is planned to build radiation shelters for two schools in the Sumy hromada. The estimated
budget of the first project is UAH 24.8 million, 70% of which is a subvention from the state
budget and 30% from the local budget. The estimated budget of the second project is UAH
99.2 million.

According to the Civic Monitoring of Ukraine website, during the full-scale invasion, the Sumy
hromada held 446 tenders worth UAH 451 million 255.2 thousand for the construction of
shelter facilities. This hromada is the most active one in the oblast in terms of the number
of tenders held and funds spent on the construction of shelters.
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