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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Research area: Smila territorial community (hereinafter hromada), Cherkasy Region (hereinafter 
Oblast).

Information collection period: from 24 February 2022 till 24 February 2024.

Information collection methods: official information from the Smila City Council, the Cherkasy 
Oblast’s Prosecutor’s Office, mass media and documenters of the NGO “Cherkasy Human 
Rights Centre”.

The purpose of the study of war crimes committed in the Smila urban hromada and their 
fallout is to examine the circumstances, nature and consequences of war crimes that occurred 
in this territory as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation.

The main objectives of the study:

1.	 Collecting objective information: the study aims to collect and analyse available 
information on war crimes, including eyewitness accounts, documents, attested 
facts, video and photographic materials.

2.	 Fact-finding: the aim is to identify specific cases of war crimes, such as attacks on 
civilians, shelling of civilian areas, destruction of infrastructure, etc.

3.	 Consequence assessment: the study aims to determine the impact of the committed 
war crimes on the lives and well-being of the local population, including physical 
and psychological traumas, property damage, destruction of infrastructure, loss of 
human capital and other types of harm.

4.	 Promoting human rights and international humanitarian law: the study contributes 
to raising awareness of human rights and international norms, which regulate the 
conduct of hostilities, and enhancing these principles among the local and global 
community.

For security reasons, the authors of the report do not indicate the addresses and names of 
the objects that were damaged and destroyed as a result of the Russian Federation’s attacks 
on the hromada. 

The text of the report uses quotes from victims of war crimes that were recorded on the 
territory of the Smila hromada. The quotes are taken from mass media texts.

The report uses photographs from open sources of information and the archive of the 
documenters of the «Tribunal for Putin» initiative.
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65,700 people
Population

39,8 km²
Area

The hromada is actively 
developing international relations. 
The city of Smila has twin cities in 
Moldova, Lithuania, and the USA.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE TERRITORIAL COMMUNITY

2
The hromada consists of 
the city of Smila and the 

village of Irdynivka
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INTRODUCTION
On 24 February 2022, the Russian Federation grossly violated the Charter of the United Nations 
and committed an act of aggression against Ukraine. The military forces of the aggressor 
country invaded the territory of Ukraine and began committing mass atrocities against 
civilians, destroying civilian infrastructure and violating the rights of Ukrainian citizens.

Every day, the government authorities and the initiative called “Tribunal for Putin” record 
new facts of war crimes in Ukraine, which lead to human casualties, destruction of housing, 
cultural heritage, educational and healthcare facilities.

Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation, by the 
investigators of the territorial bodies of the National Police in Cherkasy Oblast under the 
procedural guidance of the Cherkasy Oblast’s Prosecutor’s Office, 1,962 criminal proceedings 
under Articles 110 and 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine have been registered, including 
those based on applications from internally displaced persons. 

The Security Service of Ukraine Office in Cherkasy Oblast directly investigated 19 multi-
episodic criminal proceedings under Articles 438, 110 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine on the 
facts of rocket attacks by the armed forces of the Russian Federation on civilian objects on 
the territory of Cherkasy Oblast.1

Over the 2 years of the full-scale invasion, the “Tribunal for Putin” initiative has recorded 68168 
episodes of war crimes committed by the Russian Federation.

At least 100 episodes of war crimes have been recorded on the territory of the Smila hromada.

War crimes are serious violations of international humanitarian law, the laws and customs 
of war committed in time of war. War crimes are subject to criminal liability in Ukrainian 
and international courts, without a statute of limitations.

In order to ensure the inevitability of punishment for the Russian Federation, it is imperative 
to document the facts of possible war crimes and draw attention to the consequences of 
their commission at the national and international levels.

Recording the atrocities committed in Ukraine is also necessary to establish the truth and 
ensure the preservation of historical memory, as well as to fulfil the rights of victims to receive 
compensation for the damage caused.

As part of this study, the war crimes committed in the hromada were recorded and the analysis 
of direct and indirect damage caused by the Russian Federation in the Smila hromada was 
conducted.

The recorded data will be published and submitted to international organisations and 
institutions that deal with recording the damage caused in Ukraine and work on the issues 
of Ukraine’s restoration.
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65 non-residential premises, structures and buildings were damaged

14  
people were injured  
(damage to health)

19  
multi-storey buildings  

were damaged

UAH 16,000,000.00
Compensation to residents for 

destroyed property 

UAH 50,000.00
Organisation of work with 

internally displaced persons 

UAH 31,500.00
Arrangement of places of residence, 

living conditions, provision of utilities, 
organisation of transportation to the 

hromada 

UAH 28,033,976.00
Equipping of shelters 

175 

private residential buildings 
were damaged

Data recorded as part of the “Tribunal for Putin” initiative

Indirect harm from the commission of war crimes 
and armed aggression in the territorial community

CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTED WAR CRIMES

UAH 44,115,476.00
Total amount of expenses

1  
person died
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Direct damage

Direct damage from the commission of war crimes is the definite material, physical 
or psychological harm that results from the direct impact of war crimes on persons, 
property or the environment.

This damage may include such things as:

1.	 Physical injuries and deaths of persons affected by war crimes.

2.	 Destruction or damage to property such as buildings, infrastructure, vehicles, 
etc.

3.	 Loss of production or income due to the loss of access to resources or markets 
due to hostilities.

4.	 Psychological and emotional traumas that may result from violence, terror 
or torture caused by war crimes.

5.	 Environmental destruction, such as water, air or soil pollution, disruption of 
ecosystems, etc.

Direct damage from war crimes can have serious consequences for the victims, society 
and economy of the country where they occurred. This damage can be recognised 
and assessed in the context of international humanitarian and human rights law

DEATHS AND INJURIES
  On 29 December 20231 at around 

2:46 p.m., the Russian armed forces 
launched cruise missiles, tentatively 
of the X-22 type, at the city of Smila, 
Cherkasy Oblast. One of them hit private 
households located near the railway 
station. 

The aftermath of the missile explosion:

•	 9 people were injured, including  
a 15-year-old child. 

•	 1 person died from his injuries.2

On 29th December, in the afternoon, I was chopping wood in the yard... I 
heard an explosion. It didn’t seem strong enough to cause such a disaster. 
But I must have been deafened. I realised I was sitting down. I looked up and 
was horrified to see that there was no roof on the house, shed, or garage, and 
the yard was covered with slate fragments and rocket shrapnel, everything in 
a cloud of dust. My head was spinning. Then my wife and son came running 
to me. I was very happy that they were alive. We went to the house together, 
and there was Armageddon. Everything was covered with shards of glass. 
Anyone standing near the window would not have survived.

Viacheslav Bilyk, a witness of the incident.

2

1	 https://cutt.ly/seuW6G8P
2	 https://cutt.ly/GeuW6KVR

CONSEQUENCES OF COMMITTED WAR CRIMES
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The girders or other parts of the roof, I don’t know what they are called, were 
damaged, cracked. My son climbed into the attic and saw that the chimney was 
damaged. It fell on the roof in the attic, which caused the ceiling in our house to 
crack, and now we can’t light a fire in the stove, we only use gas heating for now

Svitlana Hahan, a witness of the incident

 3

A neighbour helped me cross all the ruins, we went to her yard and she 
brought me a bandage and hydrogen peroxide. I was bleeding from the 
wound on my head. Then another neighbour ran up and bandaged my head, 
I heard Nadiia’s scream, my neighbour’s scream... After the hospital, I went 
to see the place where the explosion happened. Everyone thought it was far 
away, but it was actually behind my neighbours’ shed. It was not somewhere 
behind the road. The wave, as I understand it, was between the neighbour’s 
garage and our shed, so, of course, the outbuildings were demolished to the 
ground. The houses which were the nearest to the explosion barely survived

Nataliia Voloshyna, a witness of the incident.

3

  On 25 April 2024,4 at around 6:00 a.m., the army of the Russian Federation attacked the 
city of Smila with an Iskander cruise missile.

As a result of the missile explosion, 6 people were referred to emergency medical care: one 
person was hospitalised in the neurological department of the city’s hospital, one person 
refused to be hospitalised after receiving medical care, and four people had an acute stress 
reaction and refused to be hospitalised after being examined.

3	 https://cutt.ly/KeuEe4I8
4	 https://cutt.ly/AeuEe6Wj
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Violations of international humanitarian law  

The Russian Federation has violated Articles 48 and 51 of the Protocol Additional 
to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977.  

Article 48. In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population 
and civilian objects, the Parties to the conflict shall at all times distinguish between 
the civilian population and combatants, and between civilian objects and military 
objectives, and accordingly shall direct their operations only against military 
objectives.

Article 51. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general 
protection against dangers arising from military operations.  To give effect to this 
protection, the following rules, which are additional to other applicable rules of 
international law, shall be observed in all circumstances.

1.	 The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the 
object of attack.  Acts or threats of violence, the primary purpose of which is 
to spread terror among the civilian population are prohibited.

2.	 Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Section, unless and for 
such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.

3.	 Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited.  Indiscriminate attacks are:

a) those which are not directed at a specific military objective;

b) those which employ a method or means of combat which cannot be 
directed at a specific military objective;

or

c) those which employ a method or means of combat the effects of which 
cannot be limited as required by this Protocol; and consequently, in each 
such case, are of a nature to strike military objectives and civilians or 
civilian objects without distinction.

These facts are subject to pre-trial investigation on the grounds of violation of 
the laws and customs of war, combined with intentional murder (Article 438(2) 
of the Criminal Code of Ukraine)

DAMAGE TO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES
   On 29 December 2023,5 at around 2:46 

p.m., the armed forces of the Russian Federation 
launched cruise missiles, tentatively of the X-22 
type, at the city of Smila, Cherkasy Oblast. One of 
the missiles hit a private residence located near 
the railway station. 

The consequences of the missile explosion: 

•	 8 residential buildings were completely 
destroyed

•	 113 residential buildings were damaged

•	 4 outbuildings were destroyed. 
5	 https://cutt.ly/jeuEtMdL
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I was driving home from work, and music was playing softly in the car. When the 
explosion happened, I heard some noise in the speaker. Then an unpleasant 
creaking sound. I did not hear the sound of the explosion. I saw smoke in the 
distance. I rushed home and saw the destroyed houses, demolished roofs, 
broken windows. There were torn electric wires everywhere. I lived on Levenets 
Street in building number 59. The buildings closer to my house were the most 
destroyed. My windows and doors were smashed, the roof fell off, and the 
walls were moving away. In fact, our house was uninhabitable. That’s why it 
was later included in the list of buildings to be demolished.

Artem Alkhimov, a witness of the incident.

6

6

 On 25 April 2024,7 at around 6:00 a.m., the Russian army attacked the city of Smila with 
an Iskander cruise missile.

As a result of the missile strike, 148 residential buildings were damaged by blast waves and 
debris, including 18 multi-storey buildings, and the roofs of 57 buildings were damaged. 

The most damaged were 15 private residential buildings.

Violations of international humanitarian law 

The Russian Federation has violated Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims 
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. 

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects 

1.	 Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisal. Civilian objects are 
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 

2.	 Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military 
objectives are limited to those objects which, by their nature, location, purpose 
or use, make an effective contribution to the hostilities and whose total or 
partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances existing 
at the time, would confer a clear military advantage.

 The Cherkasy Oblast’s Prosecutor’s Office launched a pre-trial investigation into the 
violation of the laws and customs of war (Part 1 of Article 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine). 

6	 https://cutt.ly/ueuEoanN
7	 https://cutt.ly/leuEokBS
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DAMAGE TO TRANSPORT

  On 29 December 2023, at around 2:46 p.m., the Russian armed forces launched a cruise 
missile attack, tentatively of the X-22 type, on the city of Smila. 

The missile explosion damaged 4 cars.

  On 25 April 2024, at around 6:00 a.m., the Russian army attacked the city of Smila with 
an Iskander cruise missile, damaging 4 PAZ buses.

DAMAGE TO BUSINESS FACILITIES

  On 25 April 2024, at around 6:00 a.m., the Russian army attacked the city of Smila with 
an Iskander cruise missile.
The missile explosion damaged the premises and production facilities of 9 business entities.

Violation of International Humanitarian Law  

Damaging and ruining business facilities are violation  Article 52 of the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. 

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects 

1.	 Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisal. Civilian objects are 
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 

2.	 Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military 
objectives are limited to those objects which, by their nature, location, purpose 
or use, make an effective contribution to the hostilities and whose total or 
partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances existing 
at the time, would confer a clear military advantage.

ПОШКОДЖЕННЯ ОБ’ЄКТІВ КОМУНАЛЬНОЇ ВЛАСНОСТІ
  On 25 April 2024,8 at around 6:00 a.m., the Russian army attacked the city of Smila with 

an Iskander cruise missile.

The missile explosion damaged:

•	 5 educational institutions and a transport 
enterprise.

•	 5 educational institutions

•	 1 social institution

•	 A rehabilitation centre for children with 
disabilities 

•	 1 healthcare facility

•	 1 hospital  

8	 https://chk.gp.gov.ua/ua/news.html?_m=publications&_c=view&_t=rec&id=359075
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Violation of International Humanitarian Law  

Damaging and ruining business facilities are violation  Article 52 of the Protocol 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. 

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects 

1.	 Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisal. Civilian objects are 
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 

2.	 Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military 
objectives are limited to those objects which, by their nature, location, purpose 
or use, make an effective contribution to the hostilities and whose total or 
partial destruction, capture or neutralisation, in the circumstances existing 
at the time, would confer a clear military advantage.

 The Cherkasy Oblast’s Prosecutor’s Office launched a pre-trial investigation into the 
violation of the laws and customs of war (Part 1 of Article 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine).  

INDIRECT HARM FROM THE COMMISSION OF WAR 
CRIMES AND ARMED AGGRESSION IN THE TERRITORIAL 
COMMUNITY

Indirect damage caused by war crimes is damage that is not a direct result of the 
act of war itself, but arises from its impact on the socio-economic situation, the state 
of civil society and other aspects of life in a country or region.

Such damage may include:

1.	 Economic losses: reduced production, loss of income, increased unemployment, 
destruction of infrastructure, which leads to a decrease in the country’s 
economic potential.

2.	 Social consequences: an increase in the number of internally displaced persons 
and refugees, deterioration of living conditions, increased social tension, 
reduced access to education and healthcare services.

3.	 Psychological traumas: psychological consequences from the loss of loved 
ones, traumatic memories and stress associated with the horrific events of 
the war.

4.	 Environmental problems: environmental pollution, destruction of natural 
resources, and destruction of ecosystems, which can lead to long-term 
environmental problems.

Indirect damage from war crimes can be difficult to measure and assess, but it can 
have a significant impact on the lives and well-being of individuals, as well as on the 
stability and development of a country or region as a whole.
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EXPENSE OF RESTORING THE DESTRUCTION AND 
PROTECTING CIVILIANS
On 29 December 2023, at around 2:46 p.m., the armed forces of the Russian Federation 
launched a cruise missile attack, tentatively of the X-22 type, on the city of Smila, Cherkasy 
Oblast.

A building was deployed for the initiative «Points of Invincibility» to receive victims (100 beds), 
where hot meals were provided and door-to-door duty rotation of the territory was organised 
by 5 groups to provide assistance to victims and inspect damaged buildings.

A rapid response team (15 people) from the Cherkasy Oblast’s Red Cross Organisation was 
deployed and provided 100 beds with linen sets, food and plastic film. An aid station was set 
up and hot meals were organised.

The city’s council has carried out the following work:

•	 commission survey of all households that submitted applications;

•	 all households with damaged roofs and windows were covered with plastic film and 
preparatory work was carried out for roofing;

•	 construction crews restored the roofs of residential buildings;

•	 365 windows were replaced;

•	 buildings that had been completely destroyed were demolished using heavy machinery;

•	 electricity and gas supply were restored to all households except those that were 
completely destroyed;

•	 construction materials were brought in, namely: slate, slate nails, OSB boards, cement;

•	 2,163 tonnes of construction waste were removed.

UAH 16,000 thousand was paid to the owners of the 
destroyed houses at the expense of the budget of 
the Smila urban hromada.

On 25 April 2024, at around 6:00 a.m., the army of the Russian Federation attacked the 
city of Smila.

The following measures were taken at the scene:

•	 The city’s municipal services covered the roofs and windows of the buildings with 
polypropylene film;

•	 The Cherkasy Oblast’s Red Cross organisation provided roof and window plastic film for 
the victims;

•	 The humanitarian organisation “Triangle Generation Humanitaire” provided 30 hygiene 
kits for the victims;

•	 The NGO «Desyate Kvitnya» provided 42 sets of construction materials, which included: 
OSB boards, mullions, boards, polypropylene film, tarpaulin, mounting foam, nails, tape, 
and volunteer lawyers from this organisation also provided human rights assistance and 
advice on the process of fixing damaged property;

•	 The representatives of the French humanitarian organisation “Acted” processed emergency 
multi-purpose financial aid for the victims;

UAH 2,000.0 thousand
Funds in the amount of were allocated 

to 8 owners of destroyed houses.
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•	 GEM Charitable Foundation took measurements for the manufacture of new structures 
to replace windows;

•	 removal of construction waste to a solid waste landfill - 48 cubic metres of construction 
waste.

According to statements f rom the affected population, 988 slates were damaged 
(approximately), 491 windows (including 89 in multi-storey buildings), and 35 doors.

The following construction materials were purchased and distributed to the affected 
population at the expense of funds allocated from the budget of the Smila hromada

•	 slate - 797 sheets;

•	 150x50 beam - 68 pcs;

•	 50x50 beam - 108 pcs;

•	 board - 370 pcs;

•	 slate nails - 4832 pcs;

•	 150 mm nails - 430 pcs;

•	 120 mm nails - 648 pcs.

It has been covered 404 windows with plastic film, and also, out of 57 damaged roofs, 50 
with slate and 7 with plastic film.

SUPPORT TO INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE
As of 01 May 2024, 6,284 internally displaced persons were registered 
in the Smila hromada.

In 2023, UAH 31,500 was allocated from the local budget for the arrangement of places of 
residence, living conditions, provision of utilities, and organisation of transportation of internally 
displaced persons to the hromada.

The hromada spent UAH 50,000 to organise work with internally displaced persons.

REPAIRING AND EQUIPPING SHELTERS

6 284 IDP’s

UAH 28,033,976 
was spent from the hromada’s budget to equip shelters.
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NGO «Cherkasy Human Rights Centre»

205 Shevchenko Boulevard, Cherkasy, office 409 

pravcenterche@gmail.com

+380 96 390 16 56
+380 67 522 57 10
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