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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research area: Cherkasy community, Cherkasy region.
Time of information collection: from February 24, 2022 to February 24, 2024.

Methods of collecting information: official information from the Cherkasy City Council,
Cherkasy Regional Prosecutor’s Office, mass media and documenters of the Cherkasy Human
Rights Center civic organization.

The purpose of the study of war crimes commmitted in the Cherkasy city territorial community
and their conseguences is to examine the circumstances, nature and consequences of war
crimes that occurred in this territory as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian
Federation.

The main objectives of the study are:

1. Gathering objective information: the study aims to collect and analyze available
information on war crimes, including eyewitness accounts, documents, attested
facts, video and photo materials.

2. Establishing facts: the aim is to establish specific cases of war crimes, such as attacks
on civilians, shelling of civilian areas, destruction of infrastructure, etc.

3. Impact assessment: the study aims to determine the impact of war crimes on the
lives and well-being of the local population, including physical and psychological
trauma, property damage, destruction of infrastructure, loss of human capital and
other types of harm.

4. Promoting human rights and international humanitarian law: the study contributes
to raising awareness of human rights and international norms governing the conduct
of hostilities and promoting these principles among the local and global community.

For security reasons, the authors of the report do not indicate the addresses and names of
the objects that were damaged and destroyed as a result of the Russian Federation's attacks
on the community.

The text of the report uses quotes from victims of war crimes that were recorded on the
territory of the Cherkasy community. The quotes are taken from the media.

The report uses photographs from open sources of information and the archive of the
documenters of the «Tribunal for Putin» initiative.
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMMUNITY
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INTRODUCTION

On February 24,2022, the Russian Federation grossly violated the Charter of the United Nations
and committed an act of aggression against Ukraine. The military of the aggressor country
invaded the territory of Ukraine and began committing mass atrocities against civilians,
destroying civilian infrastructure and violating the rights of Ukrainian citizens.

Every day, the government authorities and the Putin Tribunal initiative record new facts
of war crimes in Ukraine, which lead to human casualties, destruction of housing, cultural
heritage, educational and healthcare facilities.

Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation, under
the procedural guidance of the Cherkasy Regional Prosecutor’s Office, investigators of the
territorial bodies of the National Police in Cherkasy region have registered 1,962 criminal
proceedings under Articles 110 and 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, including those
based on statements by internally displaced persons. The SSU Office in Cherkasy region
directly investigated 19 multi-episode criminal proceedings under Articles 438 and 110 of
the Criminal Code of Ukraine on the facts of rocket attacks by the Russian armed forces on
civilian objects in Cherkasy region.

During the 2 years of the full-scale invasion, the initiative “Tribunal for Putin” recorded 68168
episodes of war crimes committed by the Russian Federation.

At least 100 episodes of war crimes have been recorded on the territory of the Cherkasy
community.

War crimes are serious violations of international humanitarian law, the laws and customs
of war committed during war. War crimes are subject to criminal liability in Ukrainian
and international courts, without a statute of limitations.

In order to ensure the inevitability of punishment for the Russian Federation, the urgent task
is to document the facts of possible war crimes and draw attention to the consequences of
their commission at the national and international levels.

Recording the atrocities committed in Ukraine is also necessary to establish the truth and
ensure the preservation of historical memory, as well as to realize the rights of victims to
receive compensation for the damage caused.

As part of this study, war crimes committed in the commmunity were recorded and an analysis
of direct and indirect damage caused by the Russian Federation in the Cherkasy territorial
community was conducted.

The recorded data will be published and transferred to international organizations and
institutions that record the damage caused in Ukraine and work on the issues of Ukraine's
recovery.

1 https://cutt.ly/aeuWtINK
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CONSEQUENCES OF WAR CRIMES COMMITTED

e (%) @
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people were injured apartment buildings private households
(damage to health) are damaged are damaged

Data recorded as part of the “Tribunal for Putin” initiative

o

65 non-residential premises, structures and buildings are damaged “

Indirect losses from the consequences of war crimes and
armed aggression in the community

UAH 2, 195.30 UAH 2, 567.92

Compensation for the replacement and

Repair of roofs damaged by a missile strike glazing of windows

UAH 170, 860 UAH 3,9804.4

Compensation under the state program The arrangement of places of residence and
“eRestoration” household amenities for IDP’s

UAH 987.9 UAH 987.9

Compensation for utilities for the same Compensation for utilities for the same
period amounted to period amounted to

UAH 9, 995.0. UAH 68, 657.6. UAH 3,167.3

Purchased 5,000 sets

. Expenditures related to the Compensation for the
of food and hygiene : . o
: support of internally displaced cost of utilities and energy
products for internally
) and/or evacuated persons consumed for the placement
displaced and/or . : . . .
in connection with the of internally displaced persons
evacuated persons for . . . . : S
introduction of martial law in educational institutions

the amount of

UAH 130, 142.98.

Total expenses
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CONSEQUENCES OF WAR CRIMES COMMITTED

Direct damage

Direct damage from war crimes is the concrete material, physical or psychological
harm that results from the direct impact of war crimes on persons, property or the
environment.

This damage may include such things as:
1. Physical injuries and deaths of war crimes victims.

2. Destruction or damage to property such as buildings, infrastructure, vehicles,
etc.

3. Loss of production or income due to the loss of access to resources or markets
due to hostilities.

4. Psychological and emotional trauma that may result from violence, terror or
torture caused by war crimes.

5. Environmental destruction, such as water, air or soil pollution, disruption of
ecosystems, etc.

Direct damage from war crimes can have serious consequences for the victims, society
and economy of the country where they occurred. This damage can be recognized
and assessed in the context of international humanitarian and human rights law.

LOSS OF LIFE OR INJURY TO PERSONS

o'i‘ On September 21, 2023, at 05:40, the armed forces of the Russian Federation attacked
the city of Cherkasy.? A projectile explosion injured 11 people.

€& | was resting, having a good night'’s sleep, and then there was an explosion.
Everything was covered in smoke. We wanted to get out through the middle.
And we climbed through the rubble... | got wounded... Shrapnel injury on my
arm, also a shrapnel injury on my leg. | have a laceration on my chest and

shoulder..
Mykola, withess of the incident

N J

2 https://cutt.ly/Deuwtq78
3 https://cutt.ly/LeuWtyaU
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0 Violations of International Humanitarian Law

The Russian Federation has violated Articles 48, 51 of the Protocol Additional
to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relating to the Protection of
Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), of June 8, 1977.

Article 48. In order to ensure respect for and protection of the civilian population
and civilian objects, the Parties to a conflict must at all times distinguish between
the civilian population and combatants and between civilian and military
objectives and accordingly direct their attacks only against military objectives.

Article 51. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy general
protection against the dangers arising from military operations. For the purpose
of exercising this protection, in addition to other applicable rules of international
law, the following rules shall be observed in all circumstances.

1. The civilian population as a whole, as well as individual civilians, must not
be the object of attacks. Acts of violence or threats of violence intended to
terrorize the civilian population are prohibited.

2. Civilians shall enjoy the protection provided for in this Section, except in certain
cases and for such period as they are directly involved in hostilities.

3. Indiscriminate attacks are prohibited. Indiscriminate attacks include:
a) attacks not directed against specific military objectives;

b) attacks that use methods or means of warfare that cannot be directed
against specific military objectives;

or

c) attacks which employ methods or means of warfare the effects of
which cannot be limited as required by this Protocol; and which, in each
such case, therefore strike military objectives and civilians or civilian
objects without distinction.

The Cherkasy Regional Prosecutor’s Office launched a pre-trial investigation into
the violation of the laws and customs of war (part 1 of Article 438 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine).

DAMAGE TO RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

) . . .
ﬁ On September 21, 20234 as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation,
212 apartments in 24 apartment buildings and 19 private households were damaged.

The apartments located in the above-mentioned apartment buildings sustained various
types of damage, including damage to windows, doors, interior ceiling and floor walls, and
in some cases, internal room partitions.

In private households, the following damages were observed: windows, doors, interior ceiling
and floor walls, in some cases, internal room partitions were damaged, roofing and exterior
wall finishes were damaged.®

4 https://cutt.ly/VeuWtaVD
5 https://cutt.ly/geuWr3Np
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( )

“ A piece of debris flew in here, pierced the wall, the refrigerator, the door. I'm
going to keep it. Maybe it will be useful for some evidence... As a memory of this
day, that | survived... It's heavy, it weighs about a kilo, | think... The wall collapsed
into another room, and I'm here, on the edge. | quickly got up, ran to the corridor
and jumped out

Feofan Holovkov, a witness to the incident

-

J

0 Violation of International Humanitarian Law

The Russian Federation has violated Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relating to the Protection of Victims
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol |), of June 8, 1977.

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisals. Civilian objects are
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 2.

2. Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military
objectives are limited to those objects which, because of their nature, location,
purpose or use, make an effective contribution to hostilities and whose total
or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, under the circumstances
existing at the time, would give a clear military advantage.

© The Cherkasy Regional Prosecutor’s Office launched a pre-trial investigation into the
violation of the laws and customs of war (part 1 of Article 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine).
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DAMAGE TO TRANSPORT

°Q On September 21, 2023, at least 2 vehicles were damaged as a result of the armed
aggression of the Russian Federation.®

© The Cherkasy Regional Prosecutor’s Office launched a pre-trial investigation into the
violation of the laws and customs of war (Part 1 of Article 438 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine).

DAMAGE TO BUSINESS FACILITIES

°ﬁ On September 21, 2023, at 05:40, the armed forces of the Russian Federation attacked
the city of Cherkasy.”

As a result of a rocket explosion, 10 non-residential buildings (trade pavilions) were destroyed.
Other buildings and premises sustained the following damage: windows, doors, interior ceiling
and floor walls, in some cases the building’s supporting structures, interfloor ceilings, roof
and exterior wall decoration, and internal utility networks were damaged.

There have also been 65 reports from owners of non-residential premises, structures and
buildings about damage or destruction of real estate.

A part of a 5-storey hotel building was destroyed.

6 https://cutt.ly/deuWrZus
7 https://cutt.ly/DeuWrSfE
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Violation of International Humanitarian Law

The Russian Federation has violated Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relating to the Protection of Victims
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol 1), of June 8, 1977.

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisals. Civilian objects are
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 2.

2. Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military
objectives are limited to those objects which, because of their nature, location,
purpose or use, make an effective contribution to hostilities and whose total
or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, under the circumstances
existing at the time, would give a clear military advantage.

DAMAGE TO MUNICIPAL PROPERTY

cﬁ On September 21, 20238 as a result of the military aggression of the Russian Federation

in the city of Cherkasy, the following were damaged:

2 buildings of preschool educational
institutions

3 buildings of secondary education
institutions;

1 building of a center for children and
youth creativity;

1 non-residential building (Vasyl
Symonenko Youth Library of the § \
Cherkasy Regional Council);

1 non-residential building (premises
of a multifunctional training center).

Violation of International Humanitarian Law

The Russian Federation has violated Article 52 of the Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relating to the Protection of Victims
of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol |), of June 8, 1977.

Article 52. General protection of civilian objects

1. Civilian objects shall not be the object of attack or reprisals. Civilian objects are
all those objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 2.

2. Attacks must be strictly limited to objects. With regard to objects, military
objectives are limited to those objects which, because of their nature, location,
purpose or use, make an effective contribution to hostilities and whose total
or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, under the circumstances
existing at the time, would give a clear military advantage.

8 https://cutt.ly/weuWrwzv
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INDIRECT LOSSES FROM THE CONSEQUENCES OF WAR
CRIMES AND ARMED AGGRESSION IN THE COMMUNITY

Indirect damage from the commission of war crimes is damage that is not a direct
result of the act of war itself, but arises as a result of its impact on the socio-economic
situation, the state of civil society and other aspects of life in a country or region.

Such damage may include:

Economic losses: reduced production, loss of income, increased unemployment,
destruction of infrastructure, which leads to a decrease in the country’s
economic potential.

Social consequences: an increase in the number of internally displaced persons
and refugees, deterioration of living conditions, increased social tension,
reduced access to education and medical services.

Psychological trauma: psychological consequences from the loss of loved
ones, traumatic memories and stress related to the horrific events of the war.

Environmental problems: environmental pollution, destruction of natural
resources, and destruction of ecosystems, which can lead to long-term
environmental problems..

Indirect damage from war crimes can be difficult to measure and assess, but it can
have a significant impact on the lives and well-being of individuals, as well as on the
stability and development of a country or region as a whole.

COMPENSATION TO COMMUNITY MEMBERS FOR DAMAGE
CAUSED BY THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The Russian Federation’s attack on the city of Cherkasy caused a number of destructions
and damage to civilians, businesses and the local community.

In 2023, the city budget was used to overhaul the roofs damaged
UAH 2,195,297.17 by a missile strike in residential buildings on Blahovisna Street for
UAH 2,195,297.17.

In 2024, funds are provided for:

Overhaul of the roof of a residential building on Mytnytska Street in the amount of
UAH 990,415.00.

Compensation for the replacement of windows in the common areas of residential
buildings in the amount of UAH 1,953,167.29.

As part of the city's social program “Care”, 137 individuals received
UAH 2,567,922. compensation for the replacement and glazing of windows in
the total amount of UAH 2,567,922.

One person received compensation in the amount of UAH
170,862.65 under the state program “eVodnovlennya”. Another

UAH 170,862.65 5 applications from citizens under the program are being
considered.
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SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATIONS

The Cherkasy City Council provides non-refundable financial assistance to business entities
affected by the armed aggression and financial support to business entities through partial
reimbursement of the costs of purchasing energy saving and energy supply devices and
equipment under the Program for Promoting Investment Attraction and Entrepreneurship
Development in Cherkasy for 2022-2026.

Reimbursement of expenses to apartment building co-owners associations and apartment
building managers for the replacement of windows, doors in common areas, and roof repairs
of residential buildings damaged as a result of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation
under the city target program to support apartment building co-owners associations
(apartment building co-owners associations, associations of apartment building co-owners
associations) in Cherkasy “Formation of a responsible owner of the housing for 2023-2025.

Reimbursement of the cost of purchased and installed uninterruptible power supplies to
prevent emergencies in multi-apartment residential buildings in Cherkasy related to planned
and emergency power outages within the framework of the city target program to assist
co-owners of multi-apartment buildings in preparing the housing stock of Cherkasy for the
heating season under martial law for 2022-2024.

SUPPORT FOR INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

As of May 1, 2024, 28501 internally displaced persons were
registered in the Cherkasy community, including 15054 able-
bodied persons, 6444 children, 5557 pensioners, and 1446
persons with disabilities.

28 501
IDP’'s were registered in the
Cherkasy community

In order to provide support to internally displaced and/or evacuated persons in 2022, the
program of support to internally displaced and/or evacuated persons in Cherkasy in connection
with the introduction of martial law for 2022-2024 (hereinafter - the program) was adopted.

As part of the program, a four-story municipally owned building of the former children’s clinic
at 148 Blahovisna Street, Cherkasy, was overhauled and a temporary shelter for individuals and
families with children, persons with disabilities, and the elderly was created to accommodate
up to 350 people at a time. Internally displaced and/or evacuated persons are provided with a
range of social services, including counseling, psychological assistance, advocacy, etc.

Local budget funds were used to purchase equipment, items and supplies, household
appliances, and furniture to equip places for temporary accommodation of internally displaced
and/or evacuated persons; to equip the building with a fire alarm system; to repair the roof;
and to overhaul the basement to equip a shelter. In addition, 5,000 sets of food and hygiene
products were purchased and distributed to internally displaced and/or evacuated persons
living in Cherkasy for the amount of UAH 9995,0.

For the period from 2022 to April 2024 inclusive, UAH 39804.4 was used to equip places of
residence and everyday life for internally displaced persons from the budget of the Cherkasy
city territorial community, and UAH 987,9 for the provision of utilities for the same period.

For the period from 2022 to April 2024, UAH 2596,7 was used to organize work with internally
displaced persons, including salaries, purchase of fire extinguishers, fuels and lubricants,
disinfectants, stationery, refilling cartridges, renting garbage containers, etc. from the budget
of the Cherkasy city territorial community.
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In order to support internally displaced persons, free meals are provided for children in general
secondary education institutions, preschool education institutions, recreation in recreation
and health facilities, etc.

As of May 13, 2024, all pupils of grades 1-4, including children of internally displaced persons,
as well as pupils of grades 5-11, were provided with one-time free meals at the expense of
the city budget for 1421 people.

In addition, children fromm among internally displaced persons and children with the status
of a child affected by hostilities and armed conflicts are exempt from paying for meals in
preschool education institutions. Thus, in 2022, 552 children received meals at the expense of
the city budget, in 2023 - 638 children, and as of May 13, 2024 - 669 children of this category.

233 children from among the internally displaced persons were exempted from paying tuition
fees at art schools in Cherkasy.

Additional initiatives implemented in the community to support the population

In 2022-2023, UAH 68,657.6 was allocated from the budget to finance the budget program
“Expenses related to the provision of support to internally displaced and/or evacuated persons
in connection with the introduction of martial law”.

Compensation was received for the cost of utilities and energy consumed for the
accommodation of internally displaced persons in educational institutions in 2022-2023 in
the amount of UAH 3,167.3 in accordance with the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine No. 261 dated 11.03.2022 “On Approval of the Procedure and Conditions for Providing
Compensation for Utilities Consumed during the Accommodation of Internally Displaced
Persons in Buildings (Premises) of State, Commmunal and Private Property during the Period
of Martial Law".




Public organization
“Cherkasy Human Rights Center”

205 Shevchenko Boulevard, Cherkasy, office 409

pravcenterche@gmail.com

+380 96 390 16 56
+380 67 522 5710
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